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1
METHOD FOR DETERMINING THE
PROFILE OF AN INFLOW AND THE
PARAMETERS OF A WELL-SURROUNDING
AREA IN A MULTIPAY WELL

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The invention is related to geophysical research of oil and
gas wells and may be used, particularly, for determination of
an inflow profile and a bottom-hole area parameters (perfo-
ration zone parameters, bottom-hole area pollution param-
eters) etc.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Parameters of a bottom-hole area are determined during
non-stationary operation of a well based on the obtained
temperature data of inflows, which, in turn, can be obtained as
with known devices, and by means of the device described in
this invention.

Thus, the non-stationary operation of the well takes place
during starting a well after a long period of inactivity, change
of well production, i.e. during situations where temperature
of the inflow (s) varies in time.

It is known that one of quantitative characterizing param-
eters for a bottom-hole area is a well skin factor (S)—a
hydrodynamic parameter characterizing an additional filtra-
tion resistance to a fluid inflow in the bottom-hole area result-
ing in reduced production rate as compared with a perfect
(ideal) well. The reasons for the additional resistance is a
hydrodynamic imperfection of the formation exposing, the
bottom-hole area pollution as well as non-linear effects
related to high fluid flow velocities in the bottom-hole area
porous medium.

Thus, if the skin-factor is close to zero (including the
determination error: —1<S8<1), a near-wellbore area is con-
sidered unchanged and a well-ideal. The skin-factor large
positive value S>1 is an evidence of the near-wellbore area
pollution as well as the well imperfection which requires
additional influx improvement activities (additional perfora-
tion, formation hydraulic fracturing etc.). The skin-factor
significant negative value S<-1 is observed in case of an
increased permeability ofthe near-wellbore area (cracks, cav-
erns etc.).

Currently well hydrodynamic research methods are known
(Buzinov S. N., Umrikhin 1. D., Issledovanie neftyanyx i
gazovyx skvaZin I plastov. Moscow, Nedra, 1984 (Survey of
Oil and Gas Wells and Formations), enabling determination
of skin-factor (among other parameters). However, these
methods normally determine average skin-factor value for
several operating producing wells simultaneously and do not
enable determination of factors setting this skin-factor value,
i.e. evaluation of perforation zone parameters and parameters
of the bottom-hole area.

On the other hand, from the prior art it is known (see:
Chekalyuk E. V., Termodinamika neftyanogo plasta., Mos-
cow, Nedra, 1965, p. 238 (Oil Formation Thermodynamics))
that a temperature of a fluid flowing from a reservoir into a
well even from an originally isothermal reservoir varies as a
function of time (in technical literature this effect is called a
transient Joule-Thomson effect). Data on inflow temperature
variations as function of time may be used to determine
parameters of a damaged reduced-permeability bottom-hole
area (see: Yu. A. Popov, V. P. Pimenov, V. V. Tertychnyi,
Developments of Geothermal Investigations of Oil and Gas
Fields, Oilfield review, spring 2001, pp. 4-11).
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However, this information practically cannot be derived
from the inflow data acquired by a wellbore logging. Besides,
the theory given in Chekalyuk E. V., Termodinamika nefty-
anogo plasta., Moscow, Nedra, 1965, p. 238 is true only fora
cylindrically symmetrical flow and cannot be used directly
for a complex spatial fluid flow structure in a perforation
zone.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

The proposed method provides for an increased accuracy
of well parameters determination (an inflow profile, perfora-
tion zone parameters and bottom-hole area pollution param-
eters) using temperature measurements of a fluid inflowing
into a well during its non-stationary operation, which in addi-
tion to the available, for example, hydrodynamic methods,
give a more detailed and more accurate evaluation of these
parameters.

The method comprises changing a well production rate,
measuring temperatures of fluids inflowing into the well as a
function of time for each pay zone and determining deriva-
tives of the measured temperatures by a logarithm of a time
passed after the well production rate has been changed for
each pay zone. Then, a specific production rate q for each pay
zone is calculated as

4-7-k,
A

s
€01

g=

where A is a value of the determined derivative when it
becomes constant, €, is a Joule-Thomson coefficient, n—a
fluid viscosity, k,—a reservoir permeability. A production
rate Q for each pay zone is calculated as Q=qh where his a
thickness ofa pay zone and a well inflow profile is determined
as the sum of production rates Q of all the pay zones.

The method can additionally comprise determining a time
t, after which the value of the derivative of the temperature of
the fluid flowing into the well by logarithm of the time passed
after the well production rate has been changed becomes
constant for each pay zone, and determining a temperature
change AT, at an initial stage for each pay zone. Then, a
portion of a perforation channel length through which the
fluid is flowing into the well for each pay zone is calculated as:

1 In(R,/rp)
nyLy, In(r,/rg)”°

d=a

where

& AP
a= -1
AT,

where AP is a difference between a pressure in the reservoir
and a pressure in the well,

R T,

r,—a perforation channel radius, n,—number of perforation
channels per 1 meter of the well, L ,—the perforation channel
length, r,—a radius of an external boundary of the reservoir,
r—a radius of an internal boundary of the flow cylindrically
symmetrical relative to an axis of the well
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X qi
rs= +7
n
where
-1
PmC,
w=lora-o- 2]
Prer

¢—porosity, p,,c,, and p c—volumetric heat capacities of
a rock skeleton and the fluid, respectively.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 shows a horizontal cross-section of device which
can be used for determining temperature of a fluid inflowing
into a well;

FIG. 2 shows a schematic diagram of a computational area
for a fluid flow modeling in a porous medium feeding one
perforation channel;

FIG. 3 shows a computational area (grid) for the imple-
mentation of the 3D modeling of a flow in a porous medium
feeding V4 of a perforation channel;

FIG. 4 shows a curve of a temperature of the fluid flowing
into the well as a function of time passed after the production
start;

FIG. 5 shows a curve of a temperature of the fluid flowing
into the well as a function of the natural time logarithm (in
seconds).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The claimed method can be implemented, for example,
with the use of a device shown on FIG. 1.

The device consists of a housing 1, inside the housing 1 a
three-dimensional mesh structure of measurement cells 2 is
located made of an elastically deformable heat-insulating
material. The measurement cells of the mesh structure have
an equal height. Each measurement cell is an independent
measurement element and contains a temperature sensor 3.
The housing 1 consists of a rear wall 4 made from a deform-
able heat-insulating material, side walls 5 made continuous
and tightly interconnected and a cover 6. The side walls 5 are
made from an elastically deformable heat-insulating mate-
rial, for example, an elastic plastic material or rubber. The
housing 1 may be additionally equipped with a bottom 7 with
at least one opening 8. The bottom 7 is also tightly connected
with the rear wall 4 and side walls 5 of the housing 1. The
device is equipped with a pressure element 9.

The device operates as follows. The device is sunk into a
well and is positioned at the level of a reservoir in an area of
a fluid inflow into a casing string 10 in the well and is tightly
pressed against a wall 11 using the pressure element 9. A
pneumatic spring or another device with a pneumatic,
hydraulic or electrical drive capable of tight pressing of the
device to the casing string internal surface may be used. The
device curvature radius when pressed to the wall 11 of the
casing string 10 is equal to the string 10 curvature radius.

Atthe beginning of the operation the measurement cells are
filled with a borehole fluid and temperatures measured with
sensors 3 in the cells will have an approximately equal tem-
perature equal to that of the well fluid. Then, the borehole
fluid is displaced by a fluid from a pay zone entering the
measurement cells located opposite the perforation channels.
The temperature in these measurement cells will change quite
fast due to a small volume of the fluid contained in a cell. This
change will be measured by the temperature sensors 3 located
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4

in every measurement cell. In the remaining cells, due to the
fact that they are made of a heat-insulating material the tem-
perature will not change for a sufficiently long time.

Therefore it is possible to identify cells in which a tem-
perature of the fluid flowing into the well will be measured.

The fluid that has “worked” in the relevant cells passes
through a gap between the mesh structure 2 and the rear wall
4 of the housing and exits the device from its upper part
flowing into the main borehole fluid stream.

Fabrication of the walls from a heat-insulating material
enables to exclude the effect of heat transfer processes from
the main borehole stream on the accuracy of the inflow fluid
temperature measurement.

Fabrication of the measurement cells from a heat-insulat-
ing material enables heat-insulation of each measurement cell
by means of eliminating heat transfer processes via the cells’
walls (the neighbouring cells may be filled with different
fluids—the inflow fluid and the borehole fluid having difter-
ent temperatures) which enables measuring of the inflowing
fluid temperature with a high accuracy.

On the other hand, the fabrication of the housing walls and
the measurement cells from an elastic material ensures the
inflow fluid hydroinsulation from the main borehole stream.
The mesh structure is placed into the housing cavity so that
the inflow fluid flows into the device via this structure (the
mesh structure on the one side thereof is the device front wall
and the measurement cells are the device inlet openings).
When the device is pressed against the casing string both
flexibility (elastic deformation) of the housing material and
structure cells and hydroinsulation of the inflow fluid from the
main borehole fluid stream are provided.

The mesh structure is a set of hollow cells having equal
height (in case, for example, of the rectangular shape thereof
it can be made as a lattice, made by perpendicularly crossing
partitions, spatially it is a parallelepipedon). The shape of the
measurement cells and, consequently, that of the mesh struc-
ture may be rather diversified. The measurement cells may
have an n-angled polygon shape, where n is a number of
angles thereof (square, pentagon, hexagon etc.). Anyway,
their dimensions must be calculated proportionally to perfo-
ration openings and a number of the cells (mesh structure
dimensions)—based on the perforation zone parameters.

Thus, a device time constant At is determined by a volume
of'a measurement cell V__,; and an average production rate of
a separate perforation channel q,,:

Vee 1
Arn -t W
9p
27 -k, AP 2)
qp =

- n-n, .S+ln(rg/rw)’

where AP is a difference between a reservoir pressure and a
well pressure, m-mathematical constant equal to 3.14159,
n—a fluid viscosity, n,—a number of perforation channels
per 1 meter of the well length in the perforation zone, k,—res-
ervoir permeability, r,, and r,—a well radius and a radius of a
reservoir external boundary.

According to the claimed method a well production rate is
changed and for each pay zone a temperature T,, of a fluid
flowing into the well is measured as a function oftime T,,=T,,,
).

The peculiarity of this T,, (t) function in a transient regime
of the perforated well is a rapid temperature change at an
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initial stage (the first 20-60 minutes) and slow temperature
change (by factor of tens slower than at the initial stage) after
3-5 hours (FIG. 4).

A temperature change AT, at the initial stage can be deter-
mined from the measured T, (t) (FIG. 4).

A graphof T, (1) as a function of logarithm of time t elapsed
after the production start or the well production rate change is
plotted (FIG. 5). Time t, is found after which a slope of a curve
(i.e. a derivative by logarithm)

dTy _
an -7 (’))

becomes constant:

At>t)~const=4

®
and a value of this constant derivative A is found.
This constant value is related to a specific production rate q

[m*/m-sec)] (an inflow per a well length unit) and a relevant
skin-factor s with the ratios:

_ &9 AP _ -1 (€]
o) AR

After that by the value t, from equation (5) a distance r,
from a well axis (r>r,) may be evaluated, where a fluid flow
may be considered cylindrically symmetrical.

®

m(n-r)
= ———
X4

The r, value as numerical calculations show is proportional
to the perforation channel length L,,.

Then, using the temperature change AT, for the initial stage
a dimensionless parameter a is calculated:

&9 AP

AT,

©

which is used, in its turn, to calculate a parameter o that

evaluates the perforation channel length L, ., through
which the fluid flows into the well
(6=Lp gar/Lp): o
Sea 1 .ln(Rp/rp).
nply,  In(re/rs)
where
Ry~ |22

and r,, is a perforation channel radius.

The value 8=1 means that there is no damage zone around
the well and the perforation channel is operable throughout
the entire length. With the perforation channels length known,
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the values of d parameter in the interval from 0 to 1 provide
the quantitative evaluation of the perforation channel portion
via which the fluid flows into the well. If the perforation
channels length I, is unknown, from the same formula (7) the
effective length of the perforation channel L, is determined
which simultaneously characterizes the dimensions of the
damage zone in the near-wellbore area and the perforation
channels’ length.

Then production rate Q of each pay zone of the well is
determined using the following equation:

O=qh, ®)

where h is a pay zone thickness. The well inflow profile is
determined as the sum of production rate values Q for all the
pay zones.

The implementation of the claimed method was performed
using 3D numerical modeling of heat and mass transfer pro-
cesses in a porous medium in a perforation zone using com-
mercial software for hydrodynamic and thermal modeling
STAR-CD developed by CD-ADAPCO Company. A fluid
flow in the area of the porous medium feeding V4 of a perfo-
ration channel was modeled (FIG. 2, FIG. 3).

During the modeling the following calculated parameters
were used. Perforation zone parameters: h=0.4 m—height
distance and $=60°—an angle between perforation channels,
n,=15—a number of perforation channels per 1 meter of the
well length, r,=0.01 m and L,=0.5 m—perforation channel
radius and length. Calculation area dimensions—height 0.2
m and angle 30° (FIG. 3), r,=0.1 m—well radius, r,=10
m—outer radius of the calculation area. P, =50 bar—well
pressure, P_=100 bar—pressure at the external boundary of
the calculation area, k,=107'* m>—reservoir permeability,
0.3-k,—reservoir permeability in the stratum with the thick-
ness of 0.2 m around the well, $=0.2—reservoir porosity,
¢~1800 J/(kg'K) and ¢, =750 J/(kg-K)—specific heat capaci-
ties of fluid and rock, p~900 kg/m3 and p,,=2700 kg/m3—
densities of fluid and rock, €,=-5-10~"7 K/Pa—Joule-Thom-
son coefficient, n=0.01 Pa-s—fluid viscosity.

The numerical modeling resulted in a value of a well mass
inflow (Y of the perforation channel inflow) g =1.21-107
kg/s. Volumetric production rate q, per 1 meter of the well
length is calculated using the following equation:

_4-gc-np

Pf

3
~8.1.10° 2

m-sec

9c

To check the proposed method this value was found using
the curves of inflow temperature as function of time (see. F1G.
4,FIG. 5). From FIG. 5 it can be seen that after the time t ~e"°
from =6 hours the derivative of the temperature by logarithm
of time becomes equal to

dT;

MzA::O.?}.

By using this value in Equation (8) we determined:

This value q,virtually coincides with the value of q,. above.
Then, using equation (9) and value t, we found the internal
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radius of the area in which the flow in the reservoir may be
considered cylindrically symmetrical: r,=0.63 m. This value
matches the well dimensions and length of the perforation
channel r, +r,=0.6 m.

From FIG. 4 it can be seen that during the first 10-20
minutes the inflow temperature increases by approximately
AT, =0.5 K (“fast” stage of the temperature growth at the
initial stage), and then the temperature changes relatively
slowly. By substituting this value into equation (10) we find
a=5 and then, using equation (11) we find 8=0.8, i.e. the
inflow is performed after 80% of the perforation channel
length which corresponds to the existence (in the calculated
model) of the layer with a reduced permeability around the
well.

For the example above geometric dimensions of the device
for the inflow fluid measurement were determined. On aver-
age the well walls’ area of s, falls on one perforation hole:

271y

S, ~0.042 m?

p=n

p

In order to ensure that at least 3 perforation channels are in
the measurement zone the area of the measurement cell grid
must exceed 3 .. If we admit that the measurement cell grid
covers 30% of the well perimeter (the arc length 1,=0.2 m) its
height h, must be

h=—x06m

What is claimed is:
1. A method for determining an inflow profile and param-
eters of a bottom-hole area in a multipay well comprising:

changing a production rate of a perforated multipay well,

measuring independently for each pay zone a temperature
of a fluid flowing into the well from a pay zone through
a perforation channel as a function of time, using a
sensor located opposite the perforated channel,

determining for each pay zone a derivative of the measured
temperature by logarithm of a time passed after the well
production rate has been changed,

calculating a specific production rate q value for each pay
zone as

4-7-k,
A"

q= o
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where A is a value of the determined derivative when it
becomes constant, €, is a Joule-Thomson coefficient, n—a
fluid viscosity, k,—a reservoir permeability,
calculating a production rate Q of each pay zone as Q=q'h
where h is a thickness of a pay zone and
determining the well inflow profile as a sum of the calcu-
lated production rates Q of all the pay zones.
2. The method of claim 1 additionally comprising:
determining for each pay zone a time t, after which the
value of the derivative of the measured temperature by
logarithm of the time passed after the well production
rate has been changed becomes constant,
determining for each pay zone a temperature change AT, at
an initial stage when there is a fast change of the tem-
perature of the fluid flowing into the well,
calculating for each pay zone a portion of a length of the
perforation channel through which the fluid is flowing
into the well as:

B 1 In(R,/rp)
=4 npLy In(re /1)’

where

_SO-AP_l

@= a7,

where AP is a difference between a pressure in the reservoir
and a pressure in the well,

RTLn,

r,—a radius of the perforation channel, n,—number of per-
foration channels per 1 meter of the well, L ,—the length of
the perforation channel, r,—a radius of an external boundary
of the reservoir, r—a radius of an internal boundary of the
flow cylindrically symmetrical relative to an axis of the well

o= X qi 2
n
where
x= a>+(1—a>>-p’"c’"]f1
Prer

¢—porosity, p,,c,, and pc—volumetric heat capacities of a
rock skeleton and the fluid, respectively, and

determining a presence and dimensions of a damage zone
around the well by the calculated portion of a length of the
perforation channel through which the fluid is flowing into the
well.



